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will inevitably be the method of fumbling, until, by accident, he
succeeds. He may succeed more quickly at the second attempt,
and still more quickly at the third, but his success is the success
of the fumbler. His method is the method of trial and error,
which he practises blindly in the hope of meeting with trial and
success. But suppose that when he was well-nigh desperate,
someone came to the rescue, with the friendly offer, "I'll show
you how." Our learner would, if he accepted the offer, solve
the puzzle more quickly than by the method of trial and error,
for he would get rid of most of his difficulties by employing
the method of imitation. Suppose, lastly, that he had been the
kind of person who naturally makes a skilled mechanic, a
person of distinctively mechanical turn of mind. In that case
he would have indulged in little or no mere fumbling, and he
would not have accepted the friendly offer. He would have
examined the puzzle carefully, would have been quick to see
the relations of its parts, and would in short, whether success
came soon or late, have solved the puzzle by the method of
intelligent analysis.
The problem These three methods, trial and error, imitation,
method and intelligent analysis, meet us at every point
when we are examining the learning process.
We all employ them, adults as well as children, though the
relative extent to which we employ them depends upon our-
selves, and upon the kind of problem we are engaged upon. In
learning to tie a bow, trial and error along with imitation may
be enough; but, in learning to drive a motor-car, imitation of a
teacher and a certain amount of intelligent analysis of mechan-
ism are absolutely necessary, and it is literally at our peril, and
at other people's peril, that we make liberal use of the primitive
method of trial and error. It may be objected that in selecting
such examples as solving a puzzle, tying a bow, and driving a
car, we are limiting our survey to cases of manual skill, whereas
school woik includes forms of skill and much besides. But